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Hello again, neighbors! 
Have you ever wondered 
where the word “neigh-
bor” originated? As these things often go, the 
history is not entirely clear, but there are some 
clues from English history about its use. “Boor” 
came to describe farmers and the like who did 
not dwell in cities. Somewhere along the line, 
likely as wealth became more concentrated in 
cities, the word came to be derogatory, as if  
those living outside the city were unrefined, or 
boorish, as we know the term to mean.

So, let’s say you’re a farmer in old England, and 
you need help with a project on your land. Who 
better to ask for help than a nigh (nearby) boor? 

While I certainly wouldn’t consider anyone 
in Crescent Hill to be a boor, it’s fun to think 
about how people viewed their world through 

Hello Neighbors,   
It’s hard to believe I’ve been 
serving as the President of  
the Crescent Hill Community Council for almost 
a year now. I am honored to have been asked to 
serve for another year and am looking forward 
to great things in 2019. I’m happy to report we 
have elected a new board for 2019 and we are 
welcoming quite a few new people. We are lucky 
to have members on our board that have served 
continually over the years, but, the mix of  some 
new folks will set us up for a great 2019. 

As a reminder, the CHCC mission is:                 
The Crescent Hill Community Council (CHCC) 
serves as an advocate for maintaining Crescent 
Hill’s quality of  life by improving the civic, rec-
reational, cultural and educational life of  the 
Crescent Hill neighborhood, and by strengthen-
ing community pride and involvement through 
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objective planning, preservation, and enhancement of  its historic 
character and natural beauty.

Our 2019 focus includes:
Increasing awareness of  the CHCC Activities/ Benefits 
Increasing Membership in the CHCC (being a member doesn’t 
obligate anyone for anything)
Traffic and Safety
Sustainable plan for the upkeep of  Kennedy Court Park
Fourth of  July Support 

As always, we’re happy for anyone to get involved. Please reach 
out to me and we can connect you with something that interests 
you. My email is cynthiathomas01@gmail.com.

The President’s Article continued from page 1 Editor’s Note continued from page 1

their local communities as evidenced by the language they chose 
to use, and how that language came to mean different things 
over time. 

Who knows? Maybe one day being called “Crescent Hillian” will 
be considered a compliment of  the highest honor!

 
 
 

1722 Frankfort Avenue,  
502-896-8770. 

Mon. 8am-2pm, Tues.—Thurs. 8am-9pm,  
Fri– Sat. 8am-10pm. Sun. 8am-9pm.   

Highlands location  2116 Bardstown Road, 
502-690-4161 

Check out our NY Style Pizza Place, in 
the Highlands, the North End Slice!  

502-479-9600 

Thursdays are HALF PRICE 
WINE NIGHTS! 

DOWNLOAD OUR APP for our  
 rewards program and 

weekly specials!    

www.northendcafe.com 

	

Now	Open	6	Days	A	Week	

Monday	to	Saturday	10am	–	6pm	

FACEBOOK	@	MARGARETSFINECONSIGNMENT	

mailto:cynthiathomas01%40gmail.com?subject=
http://northendcafe.com
https://www.facebook.com/margaretsfineconsignment/
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Over the past several months, the Crescent Hill Communications 
Committee has been working on updating the website for the 
Crescent Hill Community Council. As many of  you are aware, our 
old website needed serious updating and, given the technology, it 
was a difficult task. While this new website is much easier for us 
to update, there are still some areas that are incomplete. In the 
coming weeks and months, we will be adding more content and 
utilizing the features available to us. The items that will be up-
dated first will include board and officer information, committee 
information and organizational documents. Thank you for your 
patience and enjoy!

Check out our new website. It is still at the same URL:  
www.crescenthill.us.

NEW CHCC Website

Mark Gaff, Owner

(502) 896-6110
2720 Frankfort Ave.

Behind Carmichael’s Bookstore

If  you find yourself  at the entrance to Crescent Hill at the 
corner of  Grinstead and the 64E exit ramp, you may have no-
ticed the large urn on the right side of  the road was recently 
decorated for the holidays.  For over 10 years, the Crescent 
Hill Garden Club has been decorating the urn for the holidays. 
Like many community projects, it takes a village to accomplish 
the task. We are grateful to Brightside, a non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to green 
activities and beautifying 
the community, for main-
taining the grounds and 
plantings around the urn. 
Next time you’re walking, 
biking or driving by, take 
a quick moment to take 
in the beautiful display.

Entrance to Crescent Hill Gets Holiday 
Makeover
from the Crescent Hill Garden Club

L I S A  T Y L E R

502.727.6893
ltyler@kyselectproperties.com

Living and selling in Crescent Hill

total homes sold

86

average days on market

34

average sold price

$293,954

average sale to list price

98%

C R E S C E N T  H I L L  2 0 1 7
R E A L  E S T A T E  A C T I V I T Y

*Information is deemed to be reliable, but is not guaranteed. Source: MLS and FBS

http://www.crescenthill.us
http://www.crescenthill.us
https://crescenthilltradingcompany.com
http://www.carmichaelsbookstore.com
https://louisvilleky.gov/government/brightside
https://www.kyselectproperties.com
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Sitting almost smack-dab in the center of  Crescent Hill, and cov-
ering .97 acres of  land, Kennedy Court Park has been enjoyed as a 
public space since around 1977. As many of  us know all too well, 
1974 was the year that a major tornado ripped through the neigh-
borhood, destroying much property and many homes, including the 
large, celebrated home of  Thomas Kennedy, a Civil War abolition-
ist and neighborhood figure. One Courier-Journal article lists 1854 
as the year the Kennedy home was constructed, or about fourteen 
years before the construction of  the Peterson-Dumesnil House.

 In 1977, Crescent Hill neighbors sought to keep the park an open, 
public space, and so the Crescent Hill Community Council struck 
a deal with Metro government to have the area remain a park. In 
return, the Council agreed to maintain the park, including mow-
ing the grass. In fact, keeping the grass mowed has remained a 
significant expense in the Council’s annual budget since that time, 
including costing over $1,500 this calendar year. For those count-
ing at home, that’s over one hundred $15 dues payments made by 
our neighbors to the community council (which reminds me: if  

Kennedy Court Park & the Community Council: Then & Now
by Taylor Mayer

you haven’t paid your dues for 2019 just yet, let us know how we 
can help you do that!). 

The council encourages all of  our neighbors to visit our small 
park, and consider making a donation to the Council to cover 
expenses related to its mowing and upkeep!

Join or renew your 
CHCC membership 

for only
 

$15 PER 
YEAR

 
Go to 

crescenthill.us 
and join today
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2722 Frankfort Ave.
Louisville, KY 40206

502.897.7319
justcreations.org
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1730 Historic Frankfort Avenue 

 

Call Michaelle Warner 
502-419-6159 

Experience has its Rewards,  
In Parades and Real Estate! 

This condo is dressed up and ready to go. Current 
owner has redone the kitchen, master bath, fin-
ished the basement, added a sunroom and done 
lots of other high quality upgrades including 
timed lighting for the courtyard. 3 bedrooms, 4 
1/2 baths. Master can be on first or second floor. 
Located on a quiet street, this building is unique 
to the neighborhood with lots of privacy including 
a secret garden, courtyard with a patio, deck and 
covered walkway from 2 car garage. This unit has 
been featured on the Kilgore Home and Garden 
Tour and the United Crescent Hill Ministries 
Home Tour. Lots of space for entertaining and 
guests. Great opportunity for multiple family 
members and visitors. Asking $499K 

 
 

PRIVATE CRESCENT HILL 
CONDO

322 ZORN AVENUE
#7 

Thursday, December 6th
6:00-8:30 pm
Peterson Dumesnil House, 301 S. Peterson Ave.

The holiday season is fast approaching, when we think about dec-
orating the house, Santa, Christmas music, and all the fun, festive 
things that go with it. Come visit with your friends and neighbors 
from Crescent Hill at the Crescent Hill Community Council spon-
sored annual Holiday Open House. This year we hope to see you on 
Thursday, December 6th anytime between 6:00 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.

Santa will be stopping by to see all the 
good little boys and girls, and he loves 
selfies with the grown ups! The Louis-
ville Mandolin Orchestra will be enter-
taining us in the living room with beau-
tiful holiday music. In the dining room 
will be refreshments and desserts for 
everyone to enjoy. If  you have a desire 
to bake your favorite dessert, we’ll make 
room for your treat. Please join us for this 
festive gathering. We’ll be looking for you!

Holiday Open House In Crescent Hill
Save the Date!

http://www.waltonjonesrealtors.com
http://www.greenhaventreecare.com
http://www.greenhaventreecare.com
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In 1910, a Courier Journal headline started spreading the news: 
“Blast Discloses Ore,” “Workmen Uncover Glittering Stones,” 
“Some Think Cherokee Park is Concealing a Gold Mine – Ore 
Sent to Washington for Assay.”

Louise Charlotte Morel was building a home in the new Eastle-
igh subdivision in Crescent Hill. (Today, Eastleigh is framed by 
Grinstead Drive, I-64, Lexington Road, and the campus of  the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.)

Builders were digging the basement and had set off  explosives 
to remove large sections of  rock. After one blast, the workers 
found small pieces of  yellow in the stone, just as they were about 
to finish work for the day. Using the steam drill, workers obtained 
multiple samples at a depth of  eight feet on the property. The 
salesman for Eastern Realty Company, developer of  the neighbor-
hood, sent several samples to be tested for conclusive results as to 
what the rock contained.

The newspaper article concludes: “It is the belief  of  many that if  
the deposits turn out to be gold and silver the tract of  land will 
be worth many millions of  dollars. The rock in Eastleigh is of  the 
same formation as that all over Cherokee Park…The rock in that 
section of  the county has for a long time interested geologists but 
was never suspected of  containing precious metal.”

According to property transaction records, the house that Louise 
Morel was building was located at the southwest corner of  Long 

Gold in Eastleigh?
by Barry Creech

and Park. Park Avenue was the original name of  South Bayly Av-
enue, where lots were marketed as having easy access to Chero-
kee Park. Long Avenue was one of  the early names of  Grinstead 
Drive. Today, if  you are at the stop sign on South Bayly at Grin-
stead, you can look across Grinstead and see the elevated ground 
that marked the path of  the Park Avenue as it wound up the hill 
and over to Cherokee Park. Louise Morel’s Eastleigh house would 
have been right at that intersection, likely one of  the homes that 
Southern Seminary removed fifteen years ago to make room for 
the Grinstead Apartments.

A story like this begs for more. What happened? Was it gold? Is 
Cherokee Park full of  gold? What became of  Louise Morel?

The newspaper doesn’t help solve the question of  the gold. There 
was no follow-up on the story for forty years. In December 1950, 
A.M. Parvin wrote an article, “Do You Remember…” which re-
counted unusual tidbits of  Louisville’s history. One read, “A report 
that gold had been discovered at Eastleigh, KY, by men excavating 
for a cellar for a home for Miss L. Morel, Crescent Hill, caused 
a rush of  a new crop of  ‘49ers to the scene?” The newspaper 
archives, however, are silent regarding such a rush, if  it happened.

Lest any readers hatch a plan to take up their shovels and start 
digging, a dose of  reality may be helpful. Warren Anderson, geol-
ogist with the University of  Kentucky, recently replied to an email 
seeking his insights on what the workers must have found 108 
years ago. Anderson wrote that the home was built on Devoni-
an and Sellersburg-Jeffersonville Limestone, which is extremely 
fossiliferous, similar to the sort of  rocks one would find at the 
Falls of  the Ohio. He added, “This unit can also contain some 
phosphate nodules, but gold is definitely out of  the question.” 
Anderson wished that the test results 
of  the samples that had been sent to 
Washington were available, but lack-
ing that, his guess is, “I think they 
discovered or blasted into nodules (or 
fossils) that contained some pyrite and 
marcasite crystals. As you know, pyrite 
is commonly called fool’s gold and is 
easily mistaken for gold because of  its 
yellow color and metallic luster.” Mar-
casite is similar, except with respect to 
silver, rather than gold.

Therefore, it seems unlikely that Louise Morel became wealthy 
from the “gold” discovered on her land. But all of  Louisville is in-
debted to her. (Part Two of  this article, in the next newsletter will 
tell that story.) In the meantime, given the geology of  our land, if  
you want to find gold in Kentucky, your best bet is a small patch 
of  ground between Muldraugh and Radcliff  in Hardin County. 
Good luck gaining admittance.

Pyrite

Marcasite

http://www.considerboutique.com
https://bourbonbarrelfoods.com
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The Crescent Hill Swimming Pool was a much loved destination for the Crescent 
Hill neighborhood and the entire city. For 34 years it served as a place for families and 
friends to gather and play, girls and boys to meet, youthful mischief, and, of  course, 
swimming. Many fond memories of  days spent at the pool still abound.

In preparation for the pool’s 100th anniversary, the Louisville Water Company is 
reaching out to the community to collect memories of  the 
pool. It is our hope to record personal stories and scan fam-
ily photos for potential use in an upcoming display in Wa-
terWorks Museum at Louisville Water Tower Park to open 
in 2019.

Nearly 100 years ago, July 1919 turned out to be a rath-
er hot and dry month. In the week preceding the pool’s 
opening, temperatures often reached the 90s with little 
rain. Louisvillians waited with anticipation for the Cres-
cent Hill Swimming Pool to open. They looked forward 
to taking a dip in the cooling waters that offered relief  
from summer’s stifling heat. The pool measured an im-
mense 120 feet wide by 275 feet long, and it held 1.2 
million gallons of  water. More than 500 people attend-
ed the July 26, 1919 opening ceremonies that included a band 
concert and a speech by Lt. Governor Edward J. McDermott. The 
pool, once nicknamed “Louisville’s Atlantic City,” quickly became 
a popular summertime attraction for people from all over the city. 

It is sometimes difficult to believe this pool had such short life: 
it created a lasting impact on the community and the people who 
played there. Memories of  time spent with family and friends in 
its cooling waters during summer’s often-times sweltering heat will 
bring warm smiles to the faces of  long-time residents: many learned 
how to swim at the pool; on “special occasions” mothers gave their 
children 25 cents for admission, which allowed them use of  a lock-
er, showers and even a bathing suit. Some boys didn’t have, or want 
to spend, the money and would kick out the slats of  the fence to 
sneak in. As they got older, boys went to look at the girls, and the 
girls went to flirt with the boys.

By the early 1950s, leaks developed in the pool making it too costly 
to repair. the Louisville Water Company also needed the space to 
increase its production capabilities. The decision was made to close 
the pool after the 1953 season. Public outcry tried in vain to keep 
this favorite gathering spot from closing. Many vivid memories of  
the pool remain, and the time has come to collect and record them.

If  you have stories and photographs about the Crescent Hill Swim-
ming Pool you would like to share, please email jferguson@lwcky.
com or call WaterWorks Museum at 502.897.1481. If  there is no 
answer, please leave a message.

Crescent Hill Swimming Pool History Project
by The Louisvile Water Company

http://www.wineshoplouisville.com
mailto:jferguson%40lwcky.com?subject=
mailto:jferguson%40lwcky.com?subject=
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contact Kyle Ethridge or call 574-3908. The first volunteer training 
will be offered in December. Volunteers are needed to help prepare 
taxes AND greet clients. Please visit https://labcservices.org/in-
dex.php/volunteer-resources/volunteer-positions to view a list 
of  available positions. You can also fill out a volunteer form online.

If  you are interested in getting your taxes filed for free, please call 
502-305-0005 to make an appointment. Appointments will be avail-
able every Friday, beginning February 1 until April 12, between 9:00 
a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at UCHM. 

Do you like to file your own taxes?

Through the LABC website there are two free options to self-file 
online: 

• The “Turbo Tax Freedom Edition” is available if  you have 
$33,000 or less in income or are eligible for the Earned Income 
Tax Credit or are active duty military with a military W-2 less than 

Since 2011, the D9 office has been partner-
ing with the Louisville Asset Building Coali-
tion (LABC) to provide free tax preparation 
services through the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance program (VITA). The tax prepara-
tion service is free to an individual or families 

whose household income is $64,000 or less. The services are avail-
able to anyone, even if  you live outside of  D9.

Each year we depend on volunteers to help prepare taxes and greet 
clients at our D9 mobile site, which will be at United Crescent Hill 
Ministries (UCHM) at 150 S. State Street, this year. We have a few 
dedicated volunteers that help us out every year, but we need more! 
I hope you’ll consider joining our team! If  you are interested in 
volunteering for the 2018 tax season (February-April 2019) please 

 

  From Councilman Bill Hollander 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark your calendars and check out my updated BLOG for a full listing of 9th District events at  
https://district9news.wordpress.com. 
 
 

• Saturday, December 1: Light Up St. Matthews from 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. at Brown Park, 1000 Browns 
Lane. Enjoy hot chocolate, cookies, DJ, pictures with Santa, activities for kids and more. 

 

• Friday, December 7: Free mammogram screenings at United Crescent Hill Ministries, 150 S. State 
Street. Please call the D9 office at 574-3908 to make an appointment. 

 

• Tuesday, December 25: Christmas Day - Metro Holiday, offices are closed. Collection of garbage 
and recycling delayed in the USD and St. Matthews. 

 

• Tuesday, January 1: New Year’s Day - Metro Holiday, offices are closed. Collection of garbage and 
recycling delayed in the USD and St. Matthews. 

 

• Monday, January 21: Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday - Metro Offices are closed.  Collection of 
garbage, recycling and yard waste is delayed by one day in the USD. 

 

• Wednesday, January 23: “Meet with Bill” from 10:00 a.m. - Noon at United Crescent Hill Ministries, 
150 S. State Street. Open office hours to discuss any comments, concerns or thoughts with 
Councilman Hollander.  

 

• Friday, January 25: F.A.T. Friday Trolley Hop along Frankfort, Mellwood and Story Avenue from 
6:00—10:30 pm.  For more information visit www.frankfortave.com. Upcoming Date: February 22 

 

• Fridays in January, February, March & April: Louisville Asset  Building Coalition will offer free tax  
preparation services at United Crescent Hill Ministries, 150 S. State Street. For more information visit 
https://labcservices.org.  

Below you’ll find some upcoming events and activities in the District for you and your family.  
For more details on any of the events, please read the weekly District 9 eNews. To sign up for 
our weekly District 9 eNews, please email kyle.ethridge@louisvilleky.gov 

For more information please call 574.1109 or visit www.louisvilleky.gov/district9 
Councilman Bill Hollander 

Louisville Metro Council - District 9 

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
Program
by Councilman Bill Hollander

continued page 9

https://labcservices.org/index.php/volunteer-resources/volunteer-positions
https://labcservices.org/index.php/volunteer-resources/volunteer-positions
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/district9


9

Call For Articles

Have an idea for an interesting article about our neighbor-
hood? Let’s talk! Articles for the spring electronic issue are due 
February 15th. Shoot us a line at tmayer@tmayerlaw.com.

For more information about the Crescent Hill Community 
Council, visit crescenthill.us.

Follow us on Social Media

Follow us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/crescenthillcommunitycouncil

Follow us on Instagram at
@crescenthillcommunitycouncil

Please remember to keep your 
sidewalks cleared for all our 
neighbors, including those 
who use wheelchairs, by trim-
ming overgrown shrubs and 
low-hanging branches. 

*Bonus Holiday Green Tip:  
Replacing your tradition-
al holiday lights with LED 
strands will save you money 
and is better for the environ-
ment. May your holidays be 
merry and green!

Green Tip from the CHCC Green Committee:continued from page 8

$64,000. The software has a well-designed interview process that 
guides you through the process of  making decisions about your 
filing status, inputting your income and making decisions about 
deductions and tax credits for which you may qualify. 

• The second option is “H&R Block My Free Taxes”, which is 
available if  you make $64,000 or less and you were between 17 and 
50 years old on December 13, 2016. This program is developed by 
H&R Block and uses an interview process. Please visit, http://
labcservices.org/index.php/free-tax-filing-at-labc-services, 
for more information.

Please share this information widely with friends, family, co-work-
ers and others who could benefit from this service, or would like 
to get involved!

Masonic Homes of Kentucky is now

www.masoniccommunitiesky.com

Everything you need  
is right here

mailto:tmayer%40tmayerlaw.com?subject=CHCC%20Newsletter%20Article%20Idea
http://www.facebook.com/crescenthillcommunitycouncil
https://www.instagram.com/crescenthillcommunitycouncil/
http://labcservices.org/index.php/free-tax-filing-at-labc-services
http://labcservices.org/index.php/free-tax-filing-at-labc-services
http://petersondumesnil.org
http://www.masonichomesky.com

