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Barbara Lee Sinai, 85, beloved daughter of Dorothy and Troy Standard, passed
away on Sunday. October 25th a�er a short illness. She was born in Oak Park,
Illinois, a�ended Aus�n High School, and was one of the first women to graduate
from the School of Architecture at the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana.
She was a member of Delta Gamma Sorority. A�er gradua�on, she joined the
Chicago Park District and, together with Marlin Perkins, designed and built the
Children’s Zoo Exhibit at the Lincoln Park Zoo, in Chicago. Her design influence can
s�ll be seen there today.

In Louisville, she worked with Larry Melillo and Jasper Ward on a variety of
projects including Founders Square, Captain’s Quarters, the Belvedere, and a
variety of church remodelings including the Church of the Epiphany. She took
great pride in her design of the Ecumenical Center at UofL.

Barbara was very involved in her community. A staunch proponent of
preserva�on, she served on several commi�ees that successfully preserved the
architecture of old Louisville. A�er the 1974 tornado, she helped revive the
Crescent Hill Community Council. She served on the Council as president for two
terms and their Planning and Zoning Commi�ee ever since. Two major
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achievements during her tenure were the acquisi�on of the Peterson Dumesnil
House from the JCPS School Board and the adop�on of a comprehensive plan
for Crescent Hill, which included a complete rezoning of the area. Barbara
par�cipated in the edi�ng, upda�ng, and republishing of the book Beau�ful
Crescent Hill, (1908). She received the “Spirit of Crescent Hill” award for all her
years of service to the community. Through her ac�ons, she inspired many to also
take an ac�ve role in the community.

Barbara was never shy about her beliefs which were prominently displayed in a
variety of s�ckers on the back of her car spou�ng her views on the environment,
poli�cs, and life philosophy. In her latest car, she proudly displayed a Crescent Hill
Community Council member s�cker she had held on to from its first issuance. Her
children took great joy in finding the right s�cker to add. She will be remembered
by many who knew her as the “bumper s�cker lady.”

Barbara was also a founding member of the Women of Diversity Book club.

Barbara was deeply loved by her family and friends. She was ac�vely involved in
the lives of her children and grandchildren; always eager to a�end a swim meet,
soccer game, or cross county event. She is survived by her husband, John, five
children Virginia (Renate), Laura, Caryn (Jim), Michael (Caroline), Jennifer
(Michael), her nine grandchildren, and her great-grand daughter Rowan.

There will be a memorial service late next spring and a celebra�on at the Peterson
Dumesnil House a�er.

The family requests that memorial contribu�ons be made to Crescent Hill
Community Council, the Peterson Dumesnil House Founda�on, or the Na�onal
Resources Defense Council (NRDC).
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Recollections of a Life
by John J. Sinai

Barb and I met in 1953 on the campus of the University of Illinois where she was
an undergraduate in the School of Architecture, and I was a first-year graduate
student. She was taking the required physics course and I was doing the physics
laboratory part of the course. Mee�ng Barbara for the first �me was like walking
into a whirlwind. A�er she leaves and the dust se�les you have to stand s�ll for
a moment, un�l your head clears. We began to hang out playing bridge with her
sorority sisters at the Delta Gamma House, a�ending football and basketball
games. Two years later, a�er I had transferred to Purdue, she decided that we
should be married, so we were. Later in Louisville, Gene Heus�s once told me
that there was no point in arguing with Barbara, as she would win, so I didn’t.

A li�le later I was sent by Purdue to Nobel Laureate Robert Mullikins’ group at
the University of Chicago to do my calcula�ons on the supercomputer of the
day. At the same �me, Barbara joined the Chicago Park District where her father
was the Chief Hor�culturist at the Garfield Park Conservatory.

Her first major project at the Park District was to work with Marlin Perkins on
designing and building the Children’s Zoo Exhibit, much of which is s�ll standing,
at the Lincoln Park Zoo.
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For a 50-year retrospec�ve at the University of Illinois in 2019, Barbara said this
about her work:

The purpose of the project was to bring children to the zoo and teach them
about animals. In the Children’s Zoo, all animals that were allowed to be

handled were brought out for children to handle them. At that �me, the
outdoor children’s zoo was being planned. Marlin Perkins was involved with all
the detail work that involved animals.

I was involved in the design and detail of the indoor and outdoor planning of
this project. Later, the outdoor was changed to be more of an ac�vity center
and less of an exhibi�on/ interac�on area for children and animals.”

A short �me later we decided to leave the
Chicago area and found ourselves in
Louisville and in par�cular Crescent Hill.
Later, Barbara told her daughter Laura that
when they had to choose a place to live,
she looked at her then three children,
thought about dressing them in boots and
snowsuits all winter, and voted to move to
the more temperate climate of Louisville.

Barbara brought to Louisville her love for
the Cubs and Bears. She had become a
Cubs (“Cubbies”) fan during high school
days when she and some friends would
occasionally skip school and appear in the
bleachers of the “friendly confines” of
Wrigley Field. As for the Bears, her office
at the Park District was at Soldier Field where the Bears offices and prac�ce
sessions were held. She met many players, but her favorite Bear was wide
receiver Harlon Hill, whom nobody remembers but me.

Professionally in Louisville, she joined Larry Melillo’s architecture firm and
worked with him and Glenn Hubbuch on a variety of projects including Captain’s
Quarters, Founders Square, the Belvedere Plaza (the “stepping stones” were a
fondness of hers), and a variety of churches, including the Church of the
Epiphany. Her favorite project was the Ecumenical Center at UofL, through
which she met and truly enjoyed working with the Maloney brothers.

Recollec�on of those days always brought a smile to her face.
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Founders Square:

“The purpose of this project was to create a
Welcome Center where people could obtain
informa�on about Louisville. The structural
engineer, John Hummel designed the arches.
Unfortunately, this structure was demolished over
concerns from lack of use.”

The Ecumenical Center:

“Project plans were supervised by a commi�ee of
UofL faculty and local clergy. All religious groups
were sca�ered around campus. And at one point,
the Bap�sts wanted a building for themselves.
A�er that, a commi�ee was put together with my
firm chairing. I was the design architect. Tom
Maloney, in Philosophy, had a brother who was
the archbishop, was also on the original
commi�ee for this building. Leo Jenkins, Electrical
Engineering, was another member.

The Chair said the Bap�sts were going to build a tall building, so he
wanted to build an “an�-building.” The Ecumenical Center was built so
that 11 of the 12 months of the year users could be outside in the
conclave, hence the glass, (south-side) with the purpose of ge�ng
people outside in nature. The idea was to have plant material year-
round with plan�ng in boxes and the upper level set up to get sun
shining in the winter and shielded in the summer.”

The Belvedere:

“The overall purpose of the design was to
provide a public space for community
entertainment. My specific involvement was to
design a way for visitors to cross the ponds.
Steppingstones were placed so that visitors
could walk or sit on the stones. These stones
were removed around 1985.”

Barbara said this about these projects:
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In 1974, the tornado came and Barbara, together with Holly Oldham, Stephanie
Miller, Dot Hagen, and Tom Spicknell (whose ashes are to be found under the
Blue Spruce tree in front of the Peterson Dumesnil House) revitalized the
Crescent Hill Community Council providing leadership and support to Crescent
Hill. Two major results of their hard work were the adop�on of a long-range plan
including the re-zoning of the neighborhood; the other was the obtaining of the
PD House from the JCPS School board. She served two terms as President and
con�nued to be ac�ve in the Council throughout her life, and in 1999 received
the Spirit of Crescent Hill Award. As one friend said, Barbara worked �relessly
for fair and sound development code changes.

Having said that, however, her greatest love was her children. She was a
powerful advocate for each of her five children and spoke up and fought for
what they needed to be successful.

She was most likely one of the first soccer moms, before that term fell into some
disrepute. There was the Crescent Hill Athle�c Associa�on which sponsored
athle�c ac�vi�es for children, generally held at the Water Tower. With her
children partaking in mul�ple sports, Barbara could be found driving our green
and white VW bus, up and down Zorn Avenue, mul�ple �mes most days to
some prac�ce or game. The LMPD may or may not have records of some of
those trips.

She drove to T-ball, li�le league football, baseball, children’s soccer (boys and
girls), older age soccer and girls’ so�ball, where the girls, Laura and Caryn,
played. Roger Bowman and I took over coaching the last place Reds, at Barbara’s
and Ruth Bowmans’ direct order to Roger Bowman to me. I am proud to say that
in two years, we took the team from last place to winning the Championship.
The highlight was at the annual all-star game where the en�re infield
was Reds players.

In the summers, Barbara was deeply involved in the JCC swim team ac�vi�es.
Again, Barbara could be found driving to prac�ces, swim meets, and pizza a�er,
and she was always involved during the meets as a �mer, a score keeper, and
anything else that needed to be done—she made sure things ran smoothly.
Because of Barbara’s direct insistence on the children swimming, Jennifer is now
a Masters swimmer at Lakeside.

When the kids reached high school age, new sports were added to the mix, and
Barbara enjoyed watching field hockey, cross country, and soccer.

Of all the children’s ac�vi�es, Barbara was most involved in soccer, for every
prac�ce and game. Laura and Caryn had played soccer since they were in
elementary school, and when they decided that they wanted to play in high
school, even though there was no girls team, Barbara encouraged them to
pursue it and try out. Her message to all her girls was “there’s nothing a boy can
do that you can’t do,” and this proved true as the girls made the team.
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Her proudest moment, and perhaps happiest moment came during an Atherton
boys’ soccer game. Somehow the coach, Bruce Veneklase, unbeknownst to me,
had the girls, Laura and Caryn, prac�cing with the boys’ soccer team. Si�ng in
the bleachers during the boys’ game, I was astounded to see Laura and Caryn
enter the game for Atherton. Perhaps Barbara’s proudest moment as a soccer
mom was watching them play on the boys’ team at Atherton.

Michael’s soccer achievements were also a source of great pride. As a high
school freshman, he played in the State Championship game against Trinity.
While Atherton lost on a disputed call, Michael, Conrad Husk, and Sam Pardue
formed the core of a strong team that made regionals the next three years.

Besides suppor�ng athle�cs, Barbara helped her children develop and grow
crea�vely and intellectually as well. She exposed them to ac�vi�es they never
knew they would grow to love. (I mean, who knew Virginia would grow to love
opera?) Each child played at least one instrument (which involved even more
driving to prac�ces and recitals); everyone took arts and cra�s classes at the JCC,
and some of the girls took ballet.

As the children went to college, Barbara turned her a�en�on to other ma�ers.
She was s�ll a huge fan of the Cubs, UofL basketball, the Louisville Orchestra,
and of course, the Crescent Hill Community Council, where she kept a watchful
eye on proposed zoning changes and construc�on permits, a�ending mee�ngs
as needed. Richard Je� once men�oned that she knew more about zoning than
others and made sure they knew when they were wrong.

In 1998 she became one of the founding members of the Diversity Book Club, a
group of older African American and White women whose goal was to get to
know people of different cultures, classes, and beliefs through their reading.
They were before their �me with their work against racism.

Always, Barbara was a strong advocate for involvement. Her commitment to
equity and social jus�ce spurred others into a life of service. By example, she
gave others the strength to stand up for community and urged others to become
involved.

Eventually, the whirlwind slowed and finally disappeared, and so she passed on
October 25, 2020. As �me goes by, we will make new friends and acquaintances,
but none will compare to Barbara. Her ineffable quali�es will never be matched;
no ma�er how long we live, we will never meet another Barbara.
Adios Barbara, pax vobiscum.
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Family Memories

“Throughout my adult life, I've told numerous people how my mom always said to
me, "There’s nothing a boy can do that you can’t do.” I believed it, even took it for
granted as I grew up--of course there was nothing a boy could do that I couldn't
do, and likely I could do it be�er! I had no idea that many other girls were
definitely not ge�ng this message at that �me. In high school, this belief
stretched onto the athle�c field. When my sister Caryn and I found out that there
was no girls’ soccer team, we wondered about playing on the boys’ team. Of
course Barb encouraged us to try out! And she was our #1 fan when we, and a
handful of other girls, made the team. I am so thankful for my mom’s convic�ons.
I didn’t hear the word feminist un�l I was in college, when I was shocked to find
out that there were people who did NOT think that all people should be treated
equally! Thank you Mom!”

- Laura Sinai, Daughter

“When I think about my mother, I am
reminded I have her physical a�ributes,
her hands, her teeth, her ears, her feet,
but I am also reminded we share a
passion for fairness, equal access,
equity, and a commitment to
community building. Throughout her
life, she inspired me and others to be
independent thinkers and doers. She
urged people to be passionate about
things they cared about and, indeed,
she fought the good fight for her
community, for buildings, for people,
for parks, and for preserva�on. For
her fierceness, her tenacity, and her
compassion she will be remembered
and greatly missed.”

- Virginia Sinai, Daughter
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“Li�le pitchers have big ears and what I learned is that it’s worth figh�ng for
something, even if you don’t win, even if you don’t get what you wanted. You
make your voice heard, you speak up, you speak out, you make a difference.

Mom wouldn’t want us to list her accomplishments like a resume. I can’t even
remember seeing her resume, but there’s another story that reflects what I want
to share about Barb.

When I moved back to Louisville, it wasn’t long before something in my
neighborhood moved me to go to a neighborhood mee�ng. At some point, I was
introduced as Barb’s daughter. Mike O’Leary exclaimed, “Barb Sinai! She’s one of
my favorite people!” And that’s how Barb made a difference – connec�ng with
people, connec�ng with her community, connec�ng with the world around her.
One person at a �me, working to make the world a be�er place.

If you want an easy way to honor Barb, I invite you all to get involved. You’re in a
community – go to your next neighborhood mee�ng. Find out what’s happening
in your area and get involved. Even if it’s just to volunteer for an annual event, it’s
a simple way to give back to the community and to those around you.

I learned that it’s not about winning every fight, but about making your voice
heard, ge�ng people involved, and trying to work for what is best for the people
involved and for the community at large.”

- Jennifer Sinai Ackerman, Daughter

“Barb loved everything about her community! She
always "shopped local," suppor�ng businesses like Just
Crea�ons, Quest, Carmichaels, Heine Brothers, and
Sister Dragonfly to name a few. (In the picture we are
shopping at Apricot Lane.) She never missed the
opportunity to support or a�end the wonderful
performances of the Louisville Ballet and Louisville
Orchestra. And of course there were all the local art
fairs! She appreciated the cra� and dedica�on of each
ar�st as she walked from booth to booth.

She especially put her heart and soul into the Peterson-
Dumesnil House 4th of July Celebra�on and Art Fair.
Each year she would dedicate her energy to recrui�ng
talented ar�sts who would help to expand the audience
and interest in the event throughout Crescent Hill. You
could always find her behind a special table on the PD

porch cha�ng with all who walked her way and sharing her much loved
"Beau�ful Crescent Hill" book. Thank you Mom! May your love live on in all of us!”

- Caryn Sinai Walker, Daughter
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“Barb was a great mom. She taught me and my siblings many important life
lessons that made us all be�er people. She taught us how to be fair and equal,
how to be open-minded, how to treat all people with kindness. She worked hard
for her family, and her community. She would get up at the crack of dawn and
make everyone sack lunches to bring to school. It was always the same, a
peanut bu�er sandwich, a small bag of chips, and a li�le candy bar for dessert.
She made dinners for the family every night. She never failed at suppor�ng all of
us. She always encouraged us to bring friends to the house and she loved it
when our house was the place where everyone gathered. No invita�on was
needed and we didn’t have to ask. Her house was always open to everyone.
Growing up, all the neighborhood kids played games in the backyard, came over
for water a�er pickup soccer games in Sacred Heart, and played games in the
front yard at night like Sheriffs game. The house was even a refuge when we
were hiding out from someone chasing us because they were upset when they
drove through the rubber bands strung across the pillars out front. The rubber
strings came from the inside golf balls that we opened up and unraveled and
they would snap loudly when the cars drove through. The car would come to a
screeching stop and we would all run down the alley, it was a lot of fun! She
would also always defend us when teachers would call to complain that we
talked too much during class. She would tell them we were just bored in their
class! When we got older she encouraged us to have the weekend keg par�es
a�er soccer games in her backyard. She didn’t mind as long as we cleaned up
the mess the next day. She would even defend us then if we got too loud and the
police came by. She was a great mom and we are who we are because of her.
Thank you mom, we all love you!”

- Michael Sinai, Son
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“Nana was always such an incredible example of who
you could be in this world. Some of my fondest
memories growing up are of traveling out to Eastover
in the summer to have cinnamon-raisin toast in the
morning while talking and listening to classical music
with her.

She was always a�en�ve to my ques�ons and wasn’t
afraid of anything. I will always remember when I
broke my arm and she came into the room to be with
me as they put the bone back in place to make sure I
was okay.

She had such an influence on who I am today and what
I care about. Seeing her hand-wri�ng and architectural designs and being in awe
of how beau�ful they were is probably one of the main reasons I decided to spend
my life doing graphic design. I remember si�ng in their living room just looking at
her shopping lists and trying to copy her hand-wri�ng so that one day I could be
as talented as she.

I have wonderful memories of her spread throughout my whole life. All the way
from playing the Spinning Song on the piano for her at Eastover to hiking around
Crater Lake in the northwest.”

- Richard Cooper Sinai-Yunker, Grandson

When I think of the powerful women in my life, Nana is always at the forefront of
my mind. She has con�nually inspired me with her a�en�veness, her strength, her
dedica�on to fairness, and even with her stubbornness. She was always so full of
love and knowledge. Her steadfast belief that a woman’s ambi�on and
intelligence rivaled that of any man lead me to major in Women and Gender
studies. She always wanted copies of the newspaper when my ar�cle made it to
the front page, or when I became editor-in-chief of the school paper.

When she learned that her granddaughter (me) was going to be an actress,
instead of rolling her eyes she was unflinchingly suppor�ve. Nana flew out to
Sea�le regularly to see my performances (even when I was young and in my 5th
year in a row of the Best Christmas Pageant Ever). She hung up posters from my
produc�ons around her house. She always asked me what was next, what my
dreams were.

I now live in a house with a small view of the Olympic Mountains. Every �me I look
out I can feel Nana with me—I remember her saying they were her favorite range.
I have so many fond memories of hiking with her and Popop, playing in the snow
up in the mountains, and listening to classical music with her in the mornings.

- Emma Sinai-Yunker, Granddaughter
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My Nana was always one of the strongest influences in my
life and that will never change. I was fortunate enough to
grow up right down the street from her and Papa. I could
o�en be found in their living room a�er school watching the
news or on the weekends with Nana watching birds on the
sun porch and listening to classical music. I will forever think
of her when I see cardinal birds and know that she is with me.

Nana loved her children and grandchildren and made a point
to be a big part in all of our lives. She was always my biggest
cheerleader at spor�ng events and in all parts of life. She was
beyond thrilled to add another great grandchild to the family
when my daughter Rowan was born. She adored her and
enjoyed our weekly visits and then frequent face �me calls
just watching Rowan play. I work hard to pass on to Rowan
everything that my grandmother taught me, especially to be
a strong and Independent woman. We remember her with
love every day.

– Catherine Walker, Granddaughter
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Friend Memories

“Barb was a person that you always felt comfortable around unless you were
suppor�ng the wrong cause, then she would let you know the facts/truth – in a
nice way of course. I loved her smile and her compassion for people and our
community. She is an example of what everyone should strive to be – a great
caring person who thought everyone had value and purpose. She will be missed
by me and the en�re community.”

- William “Bill” Schreck

“I frequently think about her efforts, going door-to-door to collect money so the
neighborhood could purchase the Peterson-Dumesnil House. What a bonus for
the area! She also lead by-laws training that were very in-depth, focused, and
extremely helpful and worked hard in many areas for our neighborhood.”

- Pat Brinson, Crescent Hill Community Council

“Barb's wit, knowledge, and commitment to
jus�ce made her a great comrade in arms as we
worked to make the development code more
equitable and principled. We wanted to preserve
the good in our city and exorcise the horrid. I met
her through Suzy Post, who recruited Barb to
Metropolitan Housing Coali�on where she
remained as a loyal member and a wonderful
teacher to me about development. I learned so
much from her. And got to laugh as well.”

- Cathy Hinko

“Crescent Hill lost a fierce defender. “

- Janine Linder, Crescent Hill Community Council

“Barbara was a constant and friendly community face at Planning & Design
Services commi�ees. She used her voice for the be�erment of her community
and beyond. Barbara was in many planning and zoning mee�ngs with me. She
helped effect changes in land use by being vocal. I was always happy to see her
par�cipate in mee�ngs over many years. She will be missed.”

- Teena Halbig

Cathy & Barb
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“Barbara was one of our very best board members, a stalwart indeed. I so much
appreciated her faithfulness to her friends past and present – you, Jim Segrest,
Grady and Judith, Larry Mellilo, and the inimitable Jasper Ward (and, of course,
the Cards!). On my 30th anniversary at CFN/LCDC, she gave me a gi� – a carved,
smooth, 5" diameter, half-round stone fragment, along with a li�le card that
read, "I hope you like my old paperweight." When I got home and took the stone
out of the gi� bag, on the flat back of this half-dome there was an inscrip�on
wri�en with a fine-point black marker, "Will Sales Building 1979." As soon as
I saw this, I had an almost extrasensory feeling of knowing where the
fragment had come from.

In 1979, some of us who had been involved in the fight to preserve the Will Sales
Building on the Galleria site went down to pick among the ruins a�er the
developers had smashed the building with a wrecking ball. I somehow managed
to roll a fairly large stone capital into my Volkswagen (I had removed one of the
seats) and then drove the capital over to a friend's house in Butchertown, where it
remained for thirty years un�l he sold the house in 2010. We then brought it over
to my house, where it now sits in our backyard garden. Although the capital was
almost completely intact, one small piece of it had been severed off at the �me
that it had come crashing to earth in 1979. I remember looking at Barb's gi� and
thinking, "No, that couldn't be ..." But, I picked the stone up and took it out with
me into the dark (it was evening) and held it on its rim as I began to see if it fit the
damaged place on the capital. I turned the fragment slowly like the dial on a bank
vault, and in a moment it found a perfect fit. That moment felt like a window
opening up in the dark sky into another dimension ...

It took me a few weeks to get Barb to come over to my house to share in our
mutual Twilight Zone episode. She was delighted but a li�le less surprised,
as though it made complete sense to
her that these two should ul�mately
be reunited. I s�ll have Barb's old
paperweight on my bookshelf here,
and will always remember her so well.
Love to you, dear friend.”

- Jack Trawick, Center for
Neighborhoods

“Barb was a wonderful person. she
will be missed!”

- Jane Emke

“Such a great advocate for the
Crescent Hill neighborhood.”

- Ben Post, Neighbor Jack, Barb, and others
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“What a loss to our community. We have lost a true champion of our urban
environment. She was such a fabulous person. I am richer for having known her.
It is a lovely obituary, and I wish I were able to ask her ques�ons about her
mul�tude of interests and pursuits. An opportunity lost. My thoughts are with you
and with the rest of Crescent Hill who will mourn her. The thing that some�mes
bothers me most when people pass away is that I learn so much about them a�er
they are gone, and it brings up so many new ques�ons. I knew that Barb was an
architect, but I did not know about her �me in Chicago. She sounds like she

would’ve been a great subject for an oral
history interview. “

- Joanne Weeter

“Barb was a leader in our neighborhood
associa�on and our historic home. She will be
dearly missed.

- Diana Gautier, Crescent Hill
Neighborhood Association

“I have known Barb for only about 2.5 years
since joining the Book Club. But she was my
dear friend. I was touched by her genuine and

gentle nature. She went out of her way to connect with me. She learned that my
husband has roots in Eastern Kentucky and she would bring me pamphlets from a
group working to promote Eastern Kentucky. When she learned my daughter, who
lives in Raleigh, had been diagnosed with breast cancer and is being treated
through doctors at UNC, she phoned me with a contact. She was the loveliest
lady, and I am stunned and heartbroken at her passing. My condolences to her
family and friends! I will certainly miss her.”

- Linda Martin, Barb’s Book Club

“I first met Barb’s husband John. He was one of my mentors, also a UofL physics
professor, during my undergrad days. Later, I met Barb in an exercise class at the
Jewish Community Center. I knew that she was a smart cookie who was paying
a�en�on to her community, and it became more and more evident each �me
we spoke a�er class. I wonder whether growing up in Oak Park inspired her
career in architecture.”

- Sarah Lynn Cunningham

“So sorry to hear about Barb. Not only the TKK (Tom’s Kitchen Cabinet) will miss
her but also Crescent Hill & Cli�on. She was our civic leader.”

- Dot Hagan

Diana & Barb
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“Thanks for this opportunity to talk
about Barb, as she was known to me.
She and I became acquainted in 1964.
(My best friend at that �me was Sue
Speed who lived in #60 and I lived in #1
on Eastover Court.) Both Barb's husband
and mine came to U of L the same year
so we became very good friends through
the Newcomers Club at U of L. When
Sue and Bill decided to leave Eastover
Ct., Barb and John bought their house.
They had 4 children and we had 6. Our
kids were similar in ages, and they
began to play together most of the �me.
When I was divorced and needed to work full �me, Barb helped me so much-
driving to and from prac�ces for many sports events, etc.

When my oldest son became ill with Schizophrenia, Barb was so sympathe�c and
was always ready to listen. We both learned about the illness and nine years later
when the second son became ill, she was my rock. She knew that son be�er than
she knew the oldest son because our two boys had played soccer together since
3rd grade. They were both on an Atherton team headed for the state
championship.

She was so kind to me and my sons, even including speaking to a group mee�ng
of Crescent Hill ci�zens to advocate for a small group (3) home for mentally ill
men. It is s�ll opera�ng successfully today, years later. My youngest son died
there when he was only 39 and the oldest son is Homeless. She was a great
woman; smart, opinionated, kind, uncomplaining through adversity, a great
ci�zen with many accomplishments; could go on and on. She was my best friend
since 1965 and cannot be replaced.”

- Nancy Neill

“Being on the CHCC Board for 25 years, I had the pleasure of working with Barb
on many projects and always felt we were in good hands with her insight and
knowledge of Crescent Hill and Louisville. I will fondly remember Barb as a friend
and a mentor.”

- Joyce Cossavella, CHCC

“She was the �niest woman. So pe�te. But her voice, her voice made her a giant.
When she spoke, we ALL listened. She always imparted wisdom. She had a
beau�ful, deep, and deliciously rough and raspy voice. What a Giant in the
community. A wealth of informa�on. Crescent Hill and the World were a much
be�er place with Barb Sinai in it.”

- Kathy Schmitt

Nancy & Barb
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“I enjoyed working with Barb, in Crescent Hill and Peterson-Dumesnil volunteer
ac�vi�es, and in my new role on Metro Council. The community - and I - will miss
her historical knowledge and ac�vism for the future.”

- Councilmember Bill Hollander

"Barb Sinai's presence in the First Ward, Ninth District and all across Metro
Louisville was and will con�nue to be monumental in its reflec�on of her
architectural skills, intellect, ac�vism and passion for her community. I had the
great good fortune and privilege of represen�ng Barb in local government and,
more importantly, calling her friend. Barb was a mentor to me in my growth as a
ci�zen and local elected official as she always exemplified her perspec�ve in how

she interacted with those who both agreed and disagreed
with her with grace and diplomacy. She also answered my
call for her exper�se many �mes when other neighborhoods
in the area needed someone steady beside them as they
began their revitaliza�on. In par�cular, Cli�on, Cli�on
Heights and Irish Hill built a strong founda�on and have or
are making a come-back in some part because Barb Sinai
said, "Sure, I'll help out," when asked to serve. Though she
won't be seen in person any longer, fond memories, along
with her legacy throughout the community and our lives,
will never fade. It has been and always will be an honor
to have learned from and worked beside this true
public servant."

- Tina Ward-Pugh, Louisville Metro Office
for Women

“My son, Terry, & daughter-in-law, Rachel, live at 11 Eastover Court, the former
home of Caryn & Jim Walker, Barbara’s daughter & son-in-law. My predominant
memory of Barbara was our mutual term on the Urban Renewal Commission,
ini�ally under the direc�on of Henry Dosker at the appointment of Jerry
Abramson. Barbara was our architectural expert, and always ensured that our
decisions and ac�ons were in appropriate taste and scale, pursuant to the
individual development or neighborhood. Her exper�se was certainly missed at
the expira�on of her service to our city and our urban community. May she
rest in peace.”

- Stephen Zink

“What a loss to the community. The Peterson-Dumesnil House Founda�on board
and the Crescent Hill Community Council don't even know how much she gave
and knew! We had been friends since 1978.”

- Stephanie Miller

Tina & Barb
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“Barb Sinai was a talented, passionate, and relentless community ac�vist. Her
civic engage made a posi�ve difference every �me she took on a challenge! We
are fortunate to reap the benefits of her love for our community. Madeline joins
me in our apprecia�on of her life�me of service.”

- Jerry Abramson, former Mayor and neighbor

“Barb was the perfect mentor to me when I became ac�ve in neighborhood and
community work. She was wi�y, feisty, and very smart. She was always eager to
council me on historic preserva�on and neighborhood plan issues which usually
led to a discussion on local poli�cs and policy. I loved her moxie and learned a lot
from her that I s�ll carry with me today while serving the community. Thank you,
friend! You will be missed.”

- Lisa Dettlinger, Irish Hill Neighborhood

“As you know Barb was an architect. She understood how things work and could
quickly point out weaknesses. It could be a building, a premise, or someone's
"good" idea. With this rare talent she knew how to look at the big picture and
inves�gate all the angles.”

- Judith McCandless

“When I think of Barb Sinai, I think of the
RBG quote: "Fight for the things you care
about, but do it in a way that will lead others
to join you." Barb was a true champion for
our Crescent Hill neighborhood. Her
leadership was constant and filled with
passion. She loved Crescent Hill and was
always ready and present to stand up for her
neighborhood and her community.
I was fortunate to have worked alongside
her for many years in the CHCC and one of her many "take away" lessons
was to stand up for what you believe, even if others may not agree with you.
Knowing she was out there keeping an eye on our neighborhood has always
been a reassurance to me and one that I will miss.“

- Kristin Kephart, Crescent Hill Community Council

“Some may think that Barb's mul�tude of bumper s�ckers indicated someone
with a very biased view of issues. While her opinions were strong, I knew her as
not only a talented architect who used that background as a base for her views,
but as a dedicated public ci�zen who analyzed issues, could see all sides, and
could reach reasonable conclusions. Barb was truly a gi� to Crescent Hill and to
all of Louisville.”

- Steve Porter, Attorney

Kristin, Barb, & CHCC
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“Barb Sinai was a determined and fierce advocate for the Crescent Hill Neighbor-
hood. She inspired everyone around her to give their very best. If I didn’t live up to
her expecta�ons, I caught holy hell from her but it inspired me to become a be�er
advocate for our neighborhood. Barb was one of the ci�zen / volunteers that was
directly responsible for the modern renaissance of our historic neighborhood and
the quality of life we all enjoy today. We owe her great gra�tude.”

- Richard Jett

“I always knew of Barb, but I really got to know her when we worked on the
purchase of the Peterson-Dumesnil House in the early 80’s. I was a young, newly
elected City of Louisville Alderman. Barb was one of the neighborhood leaders
working to save the historic home from the wrecking ball. She helped me cra� my
words so that I could be a persuasive voice in obtaining city funds to purchase the
house. A�er that success, Barb kept me busy! We started working on a mul�tude
of neighborhood projects: Crescent Hill Neighborhood Plan; neighborhood zoning
issues; sidewalk construc�on projects; Frankfort Avenue Business Corridor
improvement project; purchase and moving of the “Wobbe House” to Peterson
Avenue; scenic easement on Grinstead Avenue; update of the Crescent Hill
Neighborhood Plan and more. When I le� office, we con�nued to work together
on the Crescent Hill 4th July Fes�val and Holiday Open House. I was one of the
many neighborhood leaders that Barb tutored, and I can say I learned most of
what I know about grassroots leadership from Barb Sinai. For a �ny person, Barb
was a giant of a woman. When she spoke at a neighborhood mee�ng, people
listened. Her work has le� a las�ng impact on our neighborhood and our
community. Her voice will con�nue in the countless neighborhood leaders she
mentored. She will be remembered and loved by so many. May you rest in peace,
you good and faithful servant.”

- Melissa Mershon, former member of the Louisville
Board of Aldermen

Richard, Barb, & Others
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“When I was a li�le girl (some 50 plus years ago!) my favorite �mes were when I
could go downtown and visit my father’s architectural firm. He was a cool New
Yorker and a talented architect – and he always worked with talented people.
These unique moments were enhanced by watching, listening and learning. This is
where my father’s colleague, Barb Sinai comes to the forefront. I would love to sit
and watch the two of them draw, and measure and CREATE. And she was the
epitome of a crea�ve. The talent that transferred from her mind to the blank page
was remarkable to watch. And quite frankly, it could be as mundane as a drive-
thru window concept to the sweeping entrance of a church designed to inspire
and break the bonds of the four walls. All of the carefully executed aspects of the
designs were created to inform the rela�onship with the space, the purpose and
those who share it.

When you have collabora�ons that are meaningful (and yes at �mes mundane),
the design elements can be remarkable and withstand the test of �me.

Barb Sinai was just that: a remarkable collaborator, a dreamer, a realist, a creator
and yes, a truth teller – all wrapped around the heart of an ar�st.

- Laura Melillo Barnum (daughter of Lawrence P. Melillo, FAIA)

“Barb was always an involved
community member, and protec�ve
of the character of our Crescent Hill
neighborhood. During my tenure as
President of the CHCC, Barb was
always on the lookout for any
development changes that may have
affected the neighborhood. The one
that comes to mind the most, is that
she was instrumental in the Louisville
Water Company expansion plan
designs, and helped to get the
new dressed up water tower and
electrical sta�on to blend into the
neighborhood instead of the
proposed normal type water tower,
which would have been an eye sore.
She never stood in the way of progress; she just made sure progress didn’t
interfere with the aesthe�c beauty of our surroundings. She was always authen�c,
ar�culate, diploma�c, yet persistent. A true genuine caring person who desired to
leave the neighborhood, and the world she touched, in be�er shape than what
she found it. She will be missed, but not forgot.”

- Greg Smith, PDHF Board Member, Past President CHCC

Jon, Barb, and Greg
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“Barb was a great help doing things that she believed would improve the Crescent
Hill Community Council and the Peterson-Dumesnil House. She had always been a
forward thinker, ready to give her views on any subject that came up at Council
mee�ngs. Her voice will really be missed.”

- Jerry Fielden, past board member, Peterson-Dumesnil House

“It would take a great deal of �me to discuss and men�on how important Barb
Sinai has been to Crescent Hill. Important to me and my family and all who have
chosen to live in Crescent Hill. Indeed, Barb is men�oned throughout for her
commi�ee work from
the 1970s.

We have all seen the book “Beau�ful Crescent Hill” which Barb put together and
updated again one or two �mes. She updated the promo�onal material from back
in even before 1910, when the ini�al developers put it together to promote our
then new east end suburb. Barb took over 100 photographs of all those houses so
we can see what the house and front yard looked like 100 years ago and the
change to today.

I just went through my 1975 annual Community Council directory of members,
churches services and officers of the council. Barb was involved from the get-go,
back to the 1970s. If not a commi�ee chair, then on the execu�ve commi�ee as
an officer. In the late 1970s she was one of the members of the Peterson-
Dumesnil house commi�ee, this was when we started leasing the PD house for a
dollar per year to manage it as the city and then County Teachers Associa�on did
for many years. A�er we purchased the PD House in 1982, Barb was ac�ve on
commi�ees and as an officer of the founda�on. That meant for years Barb had
two mee�ngs per month not even considering the commi�ee mee�ngs.

Next, we have the 1977 / 78 list of officers and of course Barb was chair of the
preserva�on and restora�on commi�ee which she had done for many years.
Working with City Hall. Also, for years chair of the educa�on commi�ee.

I remember when I was president in 1977 or ‘78 we needed to go downtown to
the Board of Aldermen and speak regarding a zoning issue. I knew Barb could do
a be�er job of comment, so I asked her to write what I was going to present and
that is what she did. For me, going through the list of commi�ees and seeing how
ac�ve Barb has been has brought back very good memories.

So, you see, Barb has been very important to Crescent Hill, she has been good for
Crescent Hill. Barb has made Beau�ful Crescent Hill even more Beau�ful.

- Steve Imhoff, past board member of the Peterson-Dumesnil
House, past president of the Crescent Hill Community Council

"My conversa�ons with Barb were always so interes�ng. Her vast knowledge
coupled with sensi�vity made for talks with her full of warmth and humor. She
was a kind soul."

Nancy Carrington


